
 
AGENDA AND MATERIAL 

 
BOARD MEETING 

 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 

7:00 P.M. 
 

FATHER KENNETH BURNS, C.S.C. BOARD ROOM 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE, WELLAND, ONTARIO 

 

A. ROUTINE MATTERS 

1. Opening Prayers – Trustee Dekker - 

2. Roll Call   - 

3. Approval of the Agenda - 

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest - 

 5. Approval of Minutes of the Board Meetings 
  5.1 June 16, 2009 A5.1 
  5.2 June 22, 2009 A5.2 

B. DELEGATIONS 

 1. OFSSA Medalists  - 
  $ Saint Paul Catholic High School 
  $ Denis Morris Catholic High School 

 2. Specialist High Skills Major – Niagara Catholic Motorsports Championship - 

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 

 1. School Excellence Program C1 
  Loretto Catholic Elementary School 

 2. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 15, 2009   C2 
  and Consideration of Recommendations 
  2.1 Niagara Catholic Vision 2020 Strategic Plan Facilitator C2.1 
  2.2 Financial Reports 
   2.2.1 Monthly Banking Transactions for the Months of June, July and August 2009 C2.2.1 
   2.2.2 Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at August 31, 2009 C2.2.2 

 3. Approved Minutes of the S.E.A.C. Meeting of June 3, 2009 C3 
  3.1 Appointment to S.E.A.C. – Ontario Brain Injury Association C3.1  

 4. H1N1 Pandemic Update – Niagara Catholic Preparation and Management C4 

 5. Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) Primary and Junior Provincial Assessments C5 
  of Reading, Writing  and Mathematics and Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics – 2008-2009 



 

 

2

D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS 

 1. Correspondence  
  1.1 Carousel Players – Thank You Letter for Support of Niagara Artists D1.1 

 2. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended - 

 3. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action - 

 4. Trustee Information - 
  4.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – September 15, 2009 D4.1 
  4.2 Calendar of Events D4.2 
  4.3 Defibrillators - 
  4.4 Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Niagara Falls/St. Catharines - 
  4.5 Mentor Connector Steering Committee - 
  4.6 OCSTA Update  - 
  4.7 OCSTA - 2010 AGM & Conference – Resolutions D4.7 
  
 5. Open Question Period - 

(The purpose of the Open Question Period is to allow members of the Catholic school supporting 
public to ask about items on that night’s public agenda or any previous agendas, and the Board to 
answer and react.) 

E. NOTICES OF MOTION 

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA 

G. REPORT ON THE IN CAMERA SESSION 

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE 

J. ADJOURNMENT 

 



A5.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING OF 
 JUNE 16, 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of Board Meeting of 
June 16, 2009, as presented. 

 



MINUTES OF THE
BOARD MEETING

TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2009
                                           

Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held on Tuesday, June 2, 2009, at
7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road,
Welland.  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Burtnik.

A. ROUTINE MATTERS

1. Opening Prayer

Opening Prayers were led by Scalzi.

2. Roll Call

Moved by Trustee Crole
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board excuse Trustee Charbonneau from attending
the Board Meeting of June 16, 2009.

CARRIED

Trustee

Pr
es

en
t

Ex
cu

se
d

John Belcastro
Kathy Burtnik
Maurice Charbonneau
Gary Crole
John Dekker
Frank Fera
Ed Nieuwesteeg
Tony Scalzi

Student Trustees

Ashley McGuire
Christina Volpini
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The following staff were in attendance:
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Rob Ciarlo, Frank Iannantuono,
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of
Business & Financial Services; James Woods, Controller of Plant; Jennifer Brailey, Manager
of Board Services and Communications; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary

3. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Agenda of the Board Meeting
of June 16, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED

4. Disclosure of Interest

No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda.

5. Approval of Minutes of the Board Meeting of may 26, 2009

Moved by Trustee 
Seconded by Trustee 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Board Meeting
of May 26,2009, as presented.

CARRIED

B. PRESENTATIONS

1. Canadian Secondary School Rowing Championships

Students from Eight Niagara Catholic rowing crews earned several Silver, Bronze and Gold medals
in the Canadian Secondary Schools Rowing Championships.  The students were introduced and
congratulated on their achievements.  

Trustees presented the students with Niagara Catholic “Excellence in Athletics” Arts” pins.

2. OFSSA Medalists

Students winning OFSSA medals in the areas of Lacrosse, Tennis and Track & Field were
introduced to the Board and commended for their dedication, hard work and many successes.

Trustees presented the students with Niagara Catholic “Excellence in Athletics” Arts” pins.

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. Kids Helping Kids…Celebrating 11 Years of Contributions

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education, introduced Jim Marino, Director of Development
and Community Relations for the Niagara Peninsula Children's Centre.  Mr. Marino thanked the
Board for its support over the past 11 years.  He also thanked the students and staff of the Niagara
Catholic District School Board for their contributions to the Centre.

The Niagara Catholic District School Board presented the Niagara Peninsula Childrens’ Centre with
a cheque in the amount of $44,574.50 , the amount raised by Niagara Catholic’s students this year
in the Kids Helping Kids initiative.
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2. Cappies Niagara 2009

Superintendent Iannantuono presented the report on Cappies Niagara 2009.  The Cappies, "Critics
and Awards Program," is a program through which high school theater and journalism students are
trained as critics, attend shows at other schools, write reviews, and publish those reviews in local
newspapers.   

Students from St. Francis Catholic Secondary School performed a portion of their rendition of Little
Shop of Horrors.  

Chairperson Burtnik thanked the students for their performance and along with the Trustees
presented the students Niagara Catholic “Excellence in the Arts” pins.

3. School Excellence Program - Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School

Director Crocco gave brief background information on the monthly School Excellence Program. Lee
Ann Forstyh-Sells, Superintendent of Education, introduced Joe Zaroda, Principal of Holy Cross
Catholic Secondary School.

Principal Zaroda, with the assistance of students and staff, showcased Holy Cross Catholic
Secondary School as part of the School Excellence Program.

Chairperson Burtnik thanked Principal Zaroda, the staff and students for their presentation.

4. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of June 2, 2009
and Consideration of Recommendations                                                             

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
Seconded by Trustee Nieuwesteeg

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting of June 2,2009, as presented.

CARRIED

The following recommendations were presented for the Board’s consideration from the Committee
of the Whole Meeting of June 2, 2009.

4.1 Establishment of Attendance Area Ad Hoc Review Committees
• Niagara Falls - Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools
• St. Catharines - Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools
• St. George & St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools

Moved by Trustee Crole
Seconded by Trustee Fera

1. THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the establishment of the
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools Attendance Area Ad
Hoc Committee and that a final report be presented to the Board, through the
Committee of the Whole, no later than January 2010.

2. THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the establishment of the
St. Catharines Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools Attendance Area Ad
Hoc Committee and that a final report be presented to the Board, through the
Committee of the Whole, no later than January 2010.

3. THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the establishment of the
St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area
Ad Hoc Committee and that a final report be presented to the Board through the
Committee of the Whole, no later than January 2010.

CARRIED
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4.2 Report on Niagara Catholic Annual Budget 2009-2010

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
Seconded by Trustee Belcastro

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Report on the Niagara
Catholic Annual Budget 2009-2010, as presented.

CARRIED

4.3 Larkin Estate Admission Awards 2009-2010

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
Seconded by Trustee Belcastro

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the payment of $8,500.00
for Larkin Estate Admission Awards at $500.00 per eligible student, as presented.

CARRIED

5. Policy Committee

Policy Committee Chairperson Tony Scalzi presented the Policy coming forward from the Policy
Committee Meeting of June 16, 2009.

5.1 Unapproved Minutes of the Policy Committee Meeting of June 16, 2009

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the
Policy Committee Meeting of June 16,2009, as presented.

CARRIED

5.2 Approval of Policies

5.2.1 Admission of Students Policy (#301.1)

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Admission of
Students Policy, as presented. 

CARRIED

5.2.2 Attendance Areas (#301.3)

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Attendance
Areas Policy, as presented. 

CARRIED

5.2.3 Volunteer Drivers (#302.4)

Moved by Trustee Crole
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Volunteer
Drivers Policy, as presented.  

CARRIED
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5.2.4 Student Suspension - Safe Schools (#302.5.4)

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Student
Suspension Policy - Safe Schools, as presented. 

CARRIED

5.2.5 Student Expulsion - Safe Schools (#302.5.5)

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Belcastro

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Student
Expulsion Policy - Safe Schools, as presented. 

CARRIED

5.2.6 Code of Conduct - Safe Schools (#302.6.2)

Moved by Trustee Dekker 
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Code of
Conduct Policy - Safe Schools, as presented. 

CARRIED

5.2.7 Nutrition Policy (#302.7)

Moved by Trustee Fera 
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Nutrition
Policy, as presented. 

CARRIED

6. Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of  May 6, 2009
and Consideration of Recommendations                                                                  

Moved by Trustee Crole
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Minutes of the Special Education
Advisory Committee Meeting of May 6, 2009, as presented for information.

CARRIED

The following recommendations were presented for the Board’s consideration from the Committee
of the Whole Meeting of June 2, 2009.

6.1 Niagara Catholic District School Board Special Education Plan
“Building Bridges to Services – 2009 and Beyond”                      

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Niagara Catholic District
School Board Special Education Plan - “Building Bridges to Services – 2009 and Beyond”,
as presented. 

CARRIED
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6.2 Appointment of John Howard Society to the 
Special Education Advisory Committee as a Community Partner

Moved by Trustee Crole
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the appointment  of the John
Howard Society to the Special Education Advisory Committee as a Community Partner. 

CARRIED

7.  Minutes of the Supervised Alternative Learning for Excused Pupils Meeting of June 2, 2009

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive Minutes of the Supervised
Alternative Learning for Excused Pupils Meeting of June 2, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED

8. Financial Reports

8.1 Monthly Banking Transactions

Moved by Trustee Dekker
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Monthly Banking
Transactions for the month of May 2009, as presented for information.

CARRIED

8.2 Statement of Revenue & Expenditures

Moved by Trustee Dekker
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Statement of Revenue and
Expenditures as at May 31, 2009, as presented for information.

CARRIED

9. Niagara Catholic Annual Budget 2009-2010

Director Crocco presented the Niagara Catholic Annual Budget 2009-2010.  He stated that following
extensive deliberations with staff, input from Principals; presentations to Catholic School
Councils/SEAC/Regional CSC/PIC and to the Committee of the Whole, that the budget submitted
is a balanced budget which continues to allocate the necessary funding to implement and deliver the
excellence in distinctive programs and services to our students and staff as approved in the Board
Priorities for 2009-2010.  

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Niagara Catholic Annual Budget
2009-2010, which amounts to a total of $228,706,574, as presented.

CARRIED
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10. Executive Council Power

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board empower Executive Council to approve any
actions, of an emergency nature, recommended by the Director of Education, if a quorum cannot
be achieved after a Special Meeting of the Board is called as per Board By-Laws, during the
months of July and August 2009.

CARRIED

11. Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 2009

Superintendent Baldasaro presented the report on the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 2009
and highlighted the Niagara Catholic results relative to the Provincial results in which Niagara
Catholic excelled.

12. Extended Overnight Field Trip/Excursion/Exchange Trip Approvals 2008-2009

Superintendent Iannantuono presented the information report from the Extended Overnight Field
Trip, Excursion and Exchange Approval Committee.

D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS

1. Correspondence

Nil Report

2. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended

2.1 OCSTA Conference - May 7 - 9, 2009

Chairperson Burtnik and Vice-Chairperson Fera provided information on the OCSTA Conference
which took place May 7 - 9, 2009.

3. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action

Nil Report

4. Trustee Information

4.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - June 2, 2009

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - June 2, 2009 issue for Trustees’
information.

4.2 Elementary Principal & Vice-Principal Appointments and Transfers 2009-2010

Director Crocco presented the Elementary Principal & Vice-Principal Appointments and
Transfers 2009-2010 for Trustees’ information.

4.3 Calendar of Events - June 2009

Director Crocco presented the Calendar of Events - June 2009 for Trustees’ information.
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4.4 L’Aquila Earthquake Fundraiser

Director Crocco presented information on the L’Aquila Earthquake Fundraiser for Trustees’
information.

4.5 Ground Breaking Ceremonies
• June 23, 2009 - 9:15 a.m. - Cardinal Newman Catholic Elementary School
• June 26, 2009 - 9:00 a.m. - St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (Grimsby)
• June 26, 2009 - 10:45 a.m. - Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary School (Grimsby)

Director Crocco reminded Trustees of the Groundbreaking Ceremonies dates and times.

5. Open Question Period

None Submitted

E. NOTICES OF MOTION

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA

Moved by Trustee Dekker
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board move into the In Camera Session.
CARRIED

The Niagara Catholic District School Board moved into the In Camera Session of the Board Meeting at
9:10 p.m. and reconvened at 10:30 p.m.

G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board report the motions from the In Camera Session
of the Board Meeting of June 16,2009.

CARRIED

SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT

Moved by Trustee Dekker
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session
of the Board Meeting - SECTION A: Student Trustees Present of May 26, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F1)

Moved by Trustee Dekker
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the In Camera
Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting  - SECTION A: Student Trustees Present of June
2, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F2)
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SECTION B: STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session
of the Board Meeting - SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded of May 26, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F4)

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the In Camera
Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting  - SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded of June
2, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F5)

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS

I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE

J. ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Trustee 
Seconded by Trustee 

THAT the June 16, 2009 meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board be adjourned.
CARRIED

This meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on June 16, 2009.

Approved on the 29th day of September 2009.

_________________________________ _________________________________
Kathy Burtnik John Crocco
Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer



 

A5.2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING OF 
 JUNE 22, 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of Special Board 
Meeting of June 22, 2009, as presented. 



MINUTES OF THE
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2009

                                           

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held on Monday, June 22,
2009, at 5:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice
Road, Welland.  

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairperson Burtnik.

A. ROUTINE MATTERS

1. Opening Prayer

Opening Prayers were led by Belcastro.

2. Roll Call

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board excuse Trustees Charbonneau and Crole from
attending the Special Board Meeting of June 22, 2009.

CARRIED

Trustee

Pr
es

en
t

Pr
es

en
t

El
ec

tro
ni

ca
lly

Ex
cu

se
d

John Belcastro
Kathy Burtnik
Maurice Charbonneau
Gary Crole
John Dekker
Frank Fera
Ed Nieuwesteeg
Tony Scalzi
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The following staff were in attendance:
John Crocco, Director of Education; Rob Ciarlo, Yolanda Baldasaro, Frank Iannantuono,
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of
Business & Financial Services; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Board Services and
Communications; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary

3. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
Seconded by Trustee Belcastro

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Agenda of the Special Board
Meeting of June 22, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED

4. Disclosure of Interest

No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda.

B. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. St. Joseph and Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary Schools (Grimsby )
Replacement Elementary School Facilities - Award of Construction Contract

James Woods, Controller of Plant Services, presented the Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary
School, Grimsby and St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School, Grimsby, Addition and Alterations -
Award of Construction Contract report.

Trustees asked questions of staff regarding the Award of Construction Contract and discussed the
Reserve for Working Funds.

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the award of a construction contract
to Brouwer Construction (1981) Ltd, for the replacement of St. Joseph and Our Lady of Fatima
Catholic Elementary School facilities, subject to Ministry approval, and
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the project budget of
$13,478,609.00, for the replacement of St. Joseph and Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary
School facilities, subject to Ministry approval, and
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the funding of the projects as
outlined in the report, including the transfer of up to $838,073.00 from the Reserve for Working
Funds for the replacement of St. Joseph and Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary School
facilities, subject to Ministry approval.

CARRIED
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C. ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
Seconded by Trustee Belcastro

THAT the June 22, 2009 Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board be
adjourned.

CARRIED

This meeting was adjourned at 5:40 p.m.

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on June 22, 2009.

Approved on the 29th day of September 2009.

______________________________ ______________________________
Kathy Burtnik John Crocco
Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer



C1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: SCHOOL EXCELLENCE PROGRAM 
 LORETTO CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 









C2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
 WHOLE MEETING OF SEPTMBER 15, 2009 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 15, 2009, as presented. 

 

The following recommendations are being presented for the Board’s consideration from the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 15, 2009. 
 
2.1 Niagara Catholic Vision 2020 Strategic Plan Facilitator 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the selection of Maria 
Sanchez-Keane of the Centre for Organizational Effectiveness as the facilitator for the 
Strategic Plan Development phase of the design of Niagara Catholic’s Vision 2020 
Strategic Plan at a projected cost as approved in the 2009-2010 Annual Budget. 

 
2.2 Financial Reports 
 
 2.2.1 Monthly Banking Transactions 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Monthly Banking 
Transactions for the months of June, July and August 2009, as presented for 
information. 

 
 2.2.2 Statement of Revenue & Expenditures 

 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Statement of 
Revenue and Expenditures as at August 31, 2009, as presented for information. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2009 
 

  
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, 
held on Tuesday, September 15, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the 
Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson Fera. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS  
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

Opening Prayers were led by Trustee Crole. 
 

2. Roll Call 

Trustee 

Pr
es

en
t 

Ex
cu

se
d 

John Belcastro   
Kathy Burtnik   
Maurice Charbonneau   
Gary Crole   
John Dekker   
Frank Fera   
Ed Nieuwesteeg   
Tony Scalzi   

Student Trustees   

Juliana Ciccarelli   
Megan Grocholsky   

 
 

The following staff were in attendance: 
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Rob Ciarlo, Lee Ann 
Forsyth-Sells, Frank Iannantuono, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, 
Superintendent of Business & Financial Services; Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff 
Development; Mark Lefebvre, Administrator of School Effectiveness; James Woods, 
Controller of Plant; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Board Services and Communications; 
Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary 
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3. Approval of the Agenda 
 

Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Agenda of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting of September 15, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

4. Disclosure of Interest 
 

No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 
 

5. Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of June 2, 2009 
 

Moved by Trustee Crole 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting of June 2, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

B. PRESENTATIONS  
 
C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS  
 

1. Niagara Catholic 2009-2010 – Director’s Preview 
 

John Crocco, Director of Education, presented the report on the Niagara Catholic 2009-2010 – 
Director’s Preview. 
 
The Director informed Trustees of the various new staff appointments including Principals and 
Vice-Principals, as well as the reorganization of Senior Staff assignments. 
 
He stated that the staff will have their host of initiatives to work through this school year, 
including projects and events such as:  Growth In Our Faith Formation; the Celebration of the 
Year for Priests;  H1N1 Pandemic; Improving Student Achievement; Attendance Area Ad-Hoc 
Committees; Capital Plan; Balanced Budget 2009-2010 And 2010-2011; Improve Connection to 
Schools – Classrooms and Staff; Measure Performance (Students, Staff, Administration); 
Actualization of Priorities and Goals; Next Phase in Communication with Parents and 
Community; Governance of Boards, the Strategic Plan Vision 2020 Process; and Operational 
Review in February 2010. 
 
1.1 Vision 2020 Strategic Plan Facilitator 
 

Director Crocco presented information on the Vision 2020 Strategic Plan Facilitator.  He 
stated that Vision 2020 is following the timeline for implementation, and that the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board wants to engage as many stakeholders as possible in the 
process and recommendations to the Board so that staff and the community are all focused in 
the same direction. 
 
The Director informed Trustees that Senior Staff is launching four (4) new communication 
mediums to improve communication with adults and students:  Distinguished Alumni Series, 
where graduates of Niagara Catholic Secondary Schools will be recognized; a Niagara 
Catholic District School Board Facebook group; Twitter updates regarding the Board; and a 
Blog regarding special initiatives (ie. Vision 2020). 
 
Trustees asked questions of clarification. 
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Moved by Trustee Crole 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board approve the selection of Maria Sanchez-Keane of the Centre for Organizational 
Effectiveness as the facilitator for the Strategic Plan Development phase of the design of 
Niagara Catholic’s Vision 2020 Strategic Plan at a projected cost as approved in the 2009-
2010 Annual Budget. 

CARRIED 
 
2. H1N1 Pandemic – Niagara Catholic Preparation and Management 
 
 Director Crocco presented the report on the H1N1 Pandemic – Niagara Catholic Preparation and 

Management and reviewed the key points for Trustees. 
 

The Niagara Catholic District School Board Pandemic Plan is in full compliance with Dr. King, 
Chief Medical Officer of Health for Ontario and the Niagara Public Health Department Pandemic 
Plan.  On the first day of school, Kindergarten to Grade 12 students where taught age appropriate 
lessons on hand hygiene; respiratory etiquette: avoid touching eyes, mouth and nose; and stay 
home when ill.  Hand sanitizers have been installed in all Board facilities as part of the Niagara 
Catholic Pandemic prevention strategy. 
 
Senior Staff will continue to keep students, staff, parents and Trustees informed with all current 
information regarding the H1N1 Pandemic.  Updates to Trustees will consist of a standing verbal 
report on all Committee of the Whole and Board meeting agendas. 

 
3. Student Achievement K-12 Executive Summary  
 of Programs, Services and Resource Implementation for 2009-2010 

 
Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education – Student Achievement, introduced Mark 
Lefebvre, Administrator: School Effectiveness and David Pihach, Administrator: Student 
Success, who presented information on the Student Achievement K-12 Executive Summary of 
Programs, Services and Resource Implementation for 2009-2010.   

 
 4. Niagara Catholic District School Board Annual Accessibility Plan 
 September 2009 – August 2010 (Year 7)_______________________ 
 

Superintendent Baldasaro presented the Niagara Catholic District School Board Annual 
Accessibility Plan September 2009–August 2010 (Year 7).   

 
5. Executive Summary – With Our Best Future In Mind: Implementing Early Learning  
 in Ontario Report to the Premier by the Special Advisor on Early Learning, Charles E. Pascal 
 
 Superintendent Baldasaro presented the Executive Summary – With Our Best Future In Mind: 

Implementing Early Learning in Ontario Report to the Premier by the Special Advisor on Early 
Learning, Charles E. Pascal. 

 
6. Staff Development Department Professional Development Opportunities 

 
Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development, presented the report on the Staff 
Development Department Professional Development Opportunities for information. 
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7. Financial Reports 
 

7.1 Monthly Banking Transactions 
 

Moved by Trustee Dekker  
 THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District 

School Board receive the Monthly Banking Transactions for the months of June, July 
and August 2009, as presented for information. 

CARRIED 
 

7.2 Statement of Revenue and Expenditures 
 

Moved by Trustee Dekker  
 THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District 

School Board receive the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at August 31, 
2009, as presented for information. 

CARRIED 
8. Monthly Updates 

 
8.1 Policy Development Update 
 
 Director Crocco presented the Policy Development Update.  Trustees were informed that 

future Policy Committee Meetings are scheduled for 5:30 p.m. prior to the Monthly Board 
Meetings. 

 
8.2 Capital Projects Progress Report  

 
   James Woods, Controller of Plant, presented the Capital Projects Progress Report. 

 
8.3 Student Trustees’ Update 
 
 Juliana Ciccarelli, Student Trustee, gave a brief verbal update on the activities of the 

Student Senate. 
 
8.4 Family of Schools Superintendents’ Monthly Update 
 
 The Family of Schools Superintendents gave brief verbal reports highlighting the activities 

in their schools. 
 

Superintendent Ciarlo 
• Adult & Continuing Education had a very successful summer school program with 

over 2000 students as well as a successful Summer Italian Program. 
  
Superintendent Forsyth-Sells 
• St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School, Port Colborne is working towards developing a 

positive environment and is encouraging everyone to aim for 21 consecutive days 
without complaining.  They hope to create a community where members are safe and 
feel grateful for our many gifts and talents. Staff and students will wear a bracelet on 
either wrist and when they catch themselves complaining, gossiping or criticizing, they 
move the bracelet to the other arm and begin again. 

• Loretto Catholic Elementary School will celebrate its 10th Anniversary on Wednesday, 
September 30, 2009.   

• St. Gabriel Lalemant Catholic School will be hosting a 50th Birthday Celebration on 
Sunday, September 27, 2009 to recognize 50 years in Catholic Education. 
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D. INFORMATION  
 

1. Trustee Information 
 

1.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – June 16, 2009 
 

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – June 16, 2009 issue for 
Trustees’ information. 
 

1.2 Abruzzo Earthquake Relief Fund Committee – Thank You for Financial Contribution  
 
Director Crocco presented correspondence from the Abruzzo Earthquake Relief Fund 
Committee thanking the Niagara Catholic District School Board for their Financial 
Contribution. 

 
1.3 Rick Dykstra, St. Catharines MPP  
 – Congratulations on Fund Raising for Kids Helping Kids  
  
 Director Crocco presented correspondence from Rick Dykstra, St. Catharines MPP, 

congratulating the Niagara Catholic District School Board on their fund raising for Kids 
Helping Kids. 

 
1.4 YMCA of Niagara – Thank You for Supporting YMCA School Aged Child Care  
 

Director Crocco presented correspondence from the YMCA of Niagara thanking the 
Niagara Catholic District School Board for their support of the YMCA School Aged Child 
Care. 

 
1.5 Calendar of Events – September 2009  
 
 Director Crocco presented information on the Calendar of Events – September 2009.  
 
1.6 Community Outreach Calendar of Events – 2009-2010  
 
 Director Crocco presented the Community Outreach Calendar of Events 2009-2010. 
 
1.7 Director’s Letter to Parents & Students re New School Year  
 

Director Crocco presented a copy of the Director’s Letter to Parents and Students re New 
School Year. 

 
1.8 Niagara Child & Youth Services AGM – September 22, 2009  

 
Director Crocco presented information on the Niagara Child & Youth Services AGM – 
September 22, 2009. 

 
1.9 OCSTA Regional Meeting – October 13, 2009  
 

Director Crocco presented information on the “OCSTA Regional Meeting” – October 13, 
2009. 

 
1.10 OCSTA Letter re Continuation of OCSTA Membership of Trustees  
 from 5 English Catholic School Authorities____________________  

 
 Director Crocco presented the OCSTA Letter re Continuation of OCSTA Membership of 

Trustees from 5 English Catholic School Authorities. 
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1.11 When Faith Meets Pedagogy Conference - October 22-24, 2009 

 
Director Crocco presented information on the “When Faith Meets Pedagogy Conference” – 
October 22-24, 2009. 

 
E. OTHER BUSINESS  
 

1. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action 
 
F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA  
 

Moved by Trustee Belcastro  
THAT the Committee of the Whole move into the In Camera Session. 

CARRIED 
 
The Committee of the Whole moved into the In Camera Session of the Meeting at 8:50 p.m. and 
reconvened at 9:40 p.m.  
 
G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION  
 

Moved by Trustee   
THAT the Committee of the Whole report the motions from the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting  of September 15, 2009. 

CARRIED 
 

SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT  
 

Moved by Trustee  
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section A: Student Trustees Present held on June 5, 2009, as 
presented. 

CARRIED (Item F1) 
 

SECTION B:  STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED  
 

Moved by Trustee  
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section B: Student Trustees Excluded held on June 2, 2009, 
as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F3) 
 
H. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the September 15, 2009 Committee of the Whole Meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 

This meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m.  
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Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on     
September 15, 2009. 
 
 
Approved on the 13th day of October 2009. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
Frank Fera    John Crocco 
Vice-Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer 
 



C2.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: NIAGARA CATHOLIC VISION 2020  
 STRATEGIC PLAN FACILITATOR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the selection of Maria Sanchez-
Keane of the Centre for Organizational Effectiveness as the facilitator for the Strategic Plan 
Development phase of the design of Niagara Catholic’s Vision 2020 Strategic Plan at a 
projected cost as approved in the 2009-2010 Annual Budget. 

 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: September 29, 2009 







C2.2.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS 
 JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the report on the Monthly Banking 
Transactions for the months of June, July and August 2009, as presented for information. 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: September 29, 2009 















C2.2.2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 STATEMENT OF REVENUE & EXPENDITURES 
 AUGUST 31, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Statement of Revenue and 
Expenditures as at August 31, 2009, as presented for information.  

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: September 29, 2009 







C3

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: APPROVED MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING OF JUNE 3, 2009   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Approved Minutes of the 
Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of June 3, 2009, as presented for information. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APPROVED MINUTES OF THE  

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MEETING OF JUNE 3, 2009 
 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Anna Racine   The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario 
Connie Parry  Association for Bright Children 
Cyndi Gryp Community Living-Grimsby, Lincoln & West Lincoln 
Kim Rosati   VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children 
Heather Schneider  Community Living – Welland/Pelham 
Mike Gowan   Autism Ontario 
Gary Crole   Trustee 
Kathy Burtnik   Trustee 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION/RESOURCE PRESENT: 

Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells  Superintendent of Education  
Marcel Jacques   Program Officer – Student Support Services 
Amanda Cybula Vice-Principal - Student Support Services – North Team  
Carla Bianco Vice-Principal - Student Support Services – South Team 
Theresa Murphy  Principal – Elementary 
Ken Griepsma Vice Principal - Secondary 
 
 
REGRETS: 

Carole Fuhrer   Learning Disabilities Association 
Lilly Iuliano   Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) 
Frank Fera   Trustee 
 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: 

Tina DiFrancesco   Recording Secretary 
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1. CALL TO ORDER   
     

Anna Racine, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order and Anna Racine led the members in 
prayer. 
 
 

2. ROLL CALL                                                                                                                        
 
Members, who had sent regrets or were absent, were noted.  

 
 
3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA OF THE MEETING OF JUNE 3, 2009. 
 

Moved by Kim Rosati 
Seconded by Mike Gowan 
 
That the Agenda at the Meeting of June 3, 2009 be approved. 
 
Carried 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA OF THE MEETING OF JUNE 3, 2009. 

 
Moved by Kim Rosati 
Seconded by Heather Schneider 
 
That the Agenda at the Meeting of June 3, 2009 be approved as amended to add item 12.6 
Vetting of Policies to the agenda. 
 
Carried 
 

                                              
4. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 

Nil. 
 
 

5. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MAY 6,  
 2009.   
 

Moved by Heather Schneider 
Seconded by Connie Parry 
 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of May 6, 2009 be approved. 
 
Carried 
 

             
6. VISIONING 

 
6.1 Goals and Vision for 2009   
 

Anna Racine asked Marcel Jacques about the ERT survey.  Marcel Jacques stated that 
Student Support Services would work together on the survey with representatives from 
the SEAC in September. 
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7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MAY 6, 2009 
 
 

7.1 Learner Advocacy – Review of New Member Welcome Package 
 

Carole Fuhrer and Tina DiFrancesco have created a new member welcome package to be 
handed out to all new members of the SEAC starting in September 2009.  Anna Racine 
distributed the package to the SEAC members for information.   

 
 

Update on Member Recruitment  
 
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells stated that there was no report in regards to the appointment of the 
John Howard Society as a member of the SEAC but would follow up on any 
correspondence.  Cyndi Gryp will check with Sarina Labonte in regards to the response 
from the Brain Injury Association.  Anna Racine welcomed Mona O’Brien from VIEWS 
who is interested in becoming a member of the SEAC. 
 

 
Amendment to Minutes, Re:  Motions Update 
 
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells withdrew the consideration for an amendment to the minutes of 
the April 1st, 2009 SEAC meeting. 
 
 
Review of Correspondence from Chair, Re: Motions – Deferred to September 
meeting 
 

   
7.2 Parent Outreach – Parent Survey 2009 – Further Updates 

 
Marcel Jacques handed out the IEP parent survey results to the members of the SEAC.  
He reviewed the results commenting on the improvements from last year.  Results will be 
placed on the Board’s website.  Mike Gowan made a suggestion to conduct the survey 
electronically in the future.  See attached report. 

 
 
 

7.3 Program and Service Recommendations – Letter on School Activities Selection  
       Process – Deferred to September meeting 

 
 

 
7.4 Special Education Budget – Update on Board Budget Meeting from May 25, 2009 

 
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells was pleased to advise the SEAC about the continued support from 
the Board of Trustees for Special Education in the 2009-2010 Budget.  Budget numbers 
were presented at the Committee of the Whole meeting and will be approved at the June 
16th Board meeting.  Kathy Burtnik said that it is a good news budget continuing support 
for programs and services for all students in the Niagara Catholic District School Board. 

 
 

7.5 Annual Review – Updates on approval of plan  
 

Marcel Jacques handed out copies of the Special Education Plan 2009 “Building Bridges 
to Services 2009 and Beyond” to the members of the SEAC and stated that it will be 
presented to the Board for approval at the June 16th , 2009 Board meeting. 
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7.6 Other related items – Exam Times  
 

Mike Gowan addressed a letter inquiring about students who are not taking exams and if 
they are receiving the amount of school days they should for the school year.  During the 
June exam period, parents/guardians of students attending General Skills Special 
Education classes at the Secondary level will have the option of sending their 
son/daughter to school for three half days.  Marcel Jacques explained the practice 
currently in place at the Niagara Catholic District School Board and emphasized that 
Niagara Catholic is one step ahead of other boards providing this learning opportunity to 
students.  See attached letter. 

 
 

8. PRESENTATIONS 
 

8.1 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells presented to the members of the SEAC a video from the 
Community Support Information Evening held on May 7th, 2009.  The video displays 
how the Niagara Catholic District School Board provides direct services to students in 
Elementary and Secondary schools in regular classrooms.  An update was given on the 
Elementary Social Skills classes and Secondary General Skills and Supportive Skills 
classes.  For September, there will be three Elementary Social Skills classes and a 
minimum of one Special Education class at each Secondary school. Lee Ann Forsyth-
Sells reported on the positive feedback that the Niagara Catholic District School Board 
received from the Ministry of Education Special Education Program and Financial 
Review. The release of the document Learning for All is anticipated to be released in the 
fall of 2009.  The Niagara Catholic District School Board hosted the Association for 
Special Education Technology (ASET) conference on May 29th, 2009 in Niagara Falls.  
Adaptive and Assistive Technology was the focus of the conference and it was well 
attended by guest speakers, educators, and computer support personnel from the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board and other school boards.  Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells thanked 
the Board of Trustees for adopting the definition of inclusion and also thanked the SEAC 
for their continued support.  See attached report. 

 
 

9. AGENCY REPORTS       
 
 

9.1 VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children – Kim Rosati 
 

 Due to a number of parents expressing interest, we are pleased to announce a new 
monthly VOICE Parent Support Group starting September 17th, 2009 at 7p.m. The 
meetings will be held at the Niagara Peninsula Children’s Centre in St. Catharines. 
(across from Brock University). This group will be a venue to bring forth concerns and 
questions regarding your child. As well to share your child’s story and what strategies 
and ideas have worked for you.  

 VOICE HHNP will continue to be our main Chapter with meetings being held in 
Burlington once a month.  A reminder notice will be sent to you at the beginning of 
September. In the meantime if you have any questions please feel free to contact us 
anytime. 

 A special reminder for the VOICE Camp that is taking place August 7th - 9th at Bark Lake.  
A weekend you and your family won’t want to miss.  Please visit the VOICE website 
www.voicefordeafkids.com to check out upcoming events and valuable information for 
you and your child.  See attached report. 

 
 

9.2 Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) – Lilly Iuliano 
 

 No Report 
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9.3 Community Living – Welland/Pelham – Heather Schneider 
 

 The 56th Annual General Meeting will be held on June 30th, 2009 at the Days Inn, 1030 
Niagara Street in Welland.  The doors open at 5:00p.m. and dinner is at 5:30p.m.  See 
attached flyer. 

 
 

9.4 Association for Bright Children – Connie Parry 
 

 Connie Parry spoke about two brochures; “Is My Child Gifted?” by the U.S. based 
National Association for Gifted Children and “Supporting Emotional Needs of the 
Gifted”.  For excellent information on giftedness visit www.nagc.org and 
www.sengifted.org.  See attached brochures. 

 Please visit www.giftedbooks.com to view Great Potential Press Inc., a publisher of 
gifted education resources. 

 
 

9.5 Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara – Carole Fuhrer 
       

 No Report 
 
 

9.6 Community Living – Grimsby, Lincoln and West Lincoln(G/L/WL) – Cyndi Gryp 
 

 The Annual General Meeting will be held on June 15th, 2009 in Beamsville.  The 
Momentum Choir will be performing. 

 Summer Options – Elementary aged children will be supported to attend the local camps. 
 Teen camp will be offered for those in Secondary school. 

 
 

9.7 Autism Ontario – Mike Gowan 
 

 Autism Ontario – Niagara Chapter is running a full day program for high school students 
in conjunction with exam week. 

 Summer camps are starting in July in St. Catharines, Niagara Falls and Welland. 
 July 1st is the move in date for Autism Ontario’s new location on Paige Street in St. 

Catharines.  An Open House is anticipated possibly in the fall. 
 
 

9.8 The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario – Anna Racine 
 

 Amanda Cybula and Behaviour Resource Teacher, Barb Hennessy gave an informative  
       presentation to the Tourette Syndrome Association focusing on children with Tourette  
       Syndrome and transitioning students into high school. 
 The Annual Walkathon will be held on Sunday, June 6, 2009 at Merritt Island in 

Welland.  All of the Tourette Syndrome Association’s support groups will be having their 
walkathons on the same day. 
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10.  STAFF REPORTS 
 

10.1 Amanda Cybula – Vice-Principal Student Support Services –Team North 
 

 On May 21st, 2009 an invitation to all students in the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board with a hearing loss were invited to attend an information night at Monsignor 
Clancy Catholic Elementary School with their families.  Niagara Catholic’s audiologist 
spoke to the parents, workshops were provided, and students were engaged in various 
activities.  Many families from other school boards also attended the event.  It was a well 
attended event and many parents expressed that it was very informative and a great way 
to make connections with others in the community. 

 
 

10.2 Carla Bianco – Vice-Principal Student Support Services-Team South  
 

 The Accessibility Committee has met to discuss recent revisions to the Board’s 
Accessibility Plan for 2009/2010.  Part of our committee will be looking at reviewing 
accessibility for signage (deaf and hard of hearing). The team consists of Yolanda 
Baldasaro, Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Marcel Jacques, Student Support Services’ staff, union 
and non union representatives, as well as Heather Schneider from the SEAC.   

 
 

10.3 Theresa Murphy – Principal, Elementary 
 

 Theresa Murphy informed the SEAC that teachers are working on the final report cards.  
Theresa Murphy also indicated that EQAO Primary and Junior assessments were recently 
completed.  Elementary schools are looking forward to celebrating graduations. 

 
 

10.4 Ken Griepsma – Vice-Principal, Secondary 
 

 Our Special Education students and staff are continuing with all of their regular 
programming, including attending their classes, working at their co-operative placements, 
and a host of other activities within the eight Niagara Catholic District School Board 
secondary schools.  Some of our students with special needs will be taking part in 
summer co-operative opportunities.  This allows them to earn some employment income 
and experience while still receiving some school support. 

 Students with special needs and staff from all of our Catholic high schools attended the 
Track and Field Event at Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary School, and, as always, they 
had a terrific time!  They look forward to the Basketball tournament at Notre Dame 
College School this Friday. 

 St. Michael High School reports that their Community Pathways event went very well.  
St. Michael and St. Paul teamed up to host a large number of outside agencies.  Students 
from both schools went around to each agency to ask questions and have their “passport” 
stamped. 

 In June, the various Resource departments will be assisting with the Grade 9 Mathematics 
EQAO test supporting students who will need additional supports, such as Assistive 
Technology programs, as they write their final examinations for the end of the second 
semester.   

 The Resource departments are also working closely with the Student Support Services’ 
staff and students at the various schools, in order to facilitate the creation of timetables 
that best suit our students’ pathways.   

 Finally, the various school teams look forward to some transition visits for some of their 
incoming Grade 9 students during the month of June.  

 Thank you for allowing me to be the Secondary Administrative representative on SEAC 
this year.  It has been an honour and a privilege. 
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10.5 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells – Superintendent of Education 
 

 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells handed out the May edition of Spotlight on Niagara and the June 
2009 calendar highlighting the good things that are happening in our Board.  She also 
handed out the revised policy on the Administration of Oral Medication to students under 
the age of 18 and spoke about the vetting of policies.  See attached reports. 

 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells spoke about Father Tony Ricard who was the guest speaker for the 
Graduation Celebration 2009 with Bishop Wingle, the Partners in Catholic Education 
celebration with parish priests, parents and Principals, and the Professional Activity Day 
on May 15th, 2009 for all Niagara Catholic staff. 

 The Young Artists Gallery opening is on June 4th, 2009 at the Catholic Education Centre 
from 7:00p.m. to 9:00p.m. 

 Elementary and Secondary graduations are happening in the month of June. 
 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells wished all a safe and happy summer. 

 
 

10.6 Marcel Jacques – Program Officer  
 

 Marcel Jacques spoke about the Geneva Centre Summer Training Institute being held on 
August 24th – 27th in London and the Child and Youth Workers in-service which was held 
on June 2nd, 2009. 

 Marcel Jacques shared a success story in regards to special education co-operative 
education placements.  He advised the members of the SEAC that assistive technology is 
used for EQAO testing and helps prepare students for literacy tests. 

 Marcel Jacques handed out the March Elementary and October Secondary ONSIS reports 
to the members of the SEAC.  The reports show a breakdown of exceptionalities per 
school.  See attached reports. 

 
 
11.   TRUSTEE REPORTS 
 

11.1 Gary Crole 
 

 Gary Crole spoke about the Blessed Trinity Track and Field event he attended on Friday, 
May 29th, 2009.  He said it was a great event enjoyed by all who attended and 
participated. 

 At the May 26th, 2009 Board meeting, ten out of eleven recommendations were approved 
with respect to the Pupil Accommodation Review.  A recommendation to close St. 
Nicholas school no sooner than 2012 was rewritten. 

 At the June 2nd, 2009 meeting, the Committee of the Whole Meeting recommended that 
the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the establishment of attendance area 
ad hoc committees for St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary schools 
as well as Niagara Falls and St. Catharines Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools, 
in order to study boundaries of schools. 

 
 

11.2 Kathy Burtnik 
 

 Kathy Burtnik reported that in terms of the budget it is a good news document.  She 
spoke of VISION 20/20 being a consultative approach to setting direction under the 
leadership of John Crocco, Board of Trustees and Senior staff. 

 Kathy Burtnik encouraged the SEAC to continue to give direction so that the Board can 
continually strive to be better.  She thanked the SEAC for their efforts and commitment. 
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12. NEW BUSINESS  
 

12.1  Learner Advocacy  
 
 

12.2  Parent Outreach – Newsletter Submissions starting in September 2009 
 

 There was a discussion about school newsletter submissions and providing information 
about SEAC awareness.  Amanda Cybula stated that information from specific 
associations can be sent electronically as required to the schools about specific activities 
for students. 

 
  SEAC/Student Support Services presence at September Open Houses 
 

 Anna Racine commented on the SEAC PowerPoint presentation to present at September 
Open Houses providing information to all parents.  Marcel Jacques stated that all 
Principals have been strongly encouraged to show the PowerPoint at their schools. 

 
 

12.3  Program and Service Recommendations  
                                              
 

12.4  Special Education Budget – Letter to Ministry of Education from SEAC –  
      - Deferred to September meeting 

 
 
  Letter from SEAC to LIHNS – Deferred to September meeting 
 
 

12.5     Annual Review, Special Education Plan  
 

 
12.6  Other Related Items – Vetting of Policies 

 
 Anna Racine reviewed the policies for vetting with the members of the SEAC.  The 

policies included:  Admission of Students Policy, Volunteer Drivers Policy, Student 
Suspension Policy, Student Expulsion Policy, Code of Conduct Policy and the Nutrition 
Policy.  Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells clarified the revisions that have been made and 
recommended that Kim Rosati forward electronically any comments or suggestions to 
Jennifer Brailey.  Kathy Burtnik suggested that policy reviews be a standing item on the 
agenda. 

 
 
13. AGENDA ITEMS – DISCUSSION for FUTURE MEETINGS 
  
 
14. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

a) Anna Racine addressed a letter from Lakehead Public Schools to the members of the SEAC in  
    regards to the School Information Finder website.  Kathy Burtnik advised the SEAC that the      
    problem has been rectified.  See attached letter. 
b) Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells advised the SEAC that the first day of school is September 8, 2009 and  
    that there are two Professional Activity Days scheduled prior to that date, one being dedicated    
    to Special Education.  As a result of September 8th, 2009 being the first day of school, it was  
    decided to change the next SEAC meeting date to September 9, 2009.  
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15. ITEMS DISTRIBUTED 
  
 a) IEP Survey Results 2008/2009 
 b) March Elementary ONSIS Report and October Secondary ONSIS Report 
 c) Administration of Oral Medication to Students under the age of 18  
 d) June 2009 Calendar 
 e) Spotlight on Niagara 
  
            
16. NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the SEAC will be held on Wednesday, September 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland. 
 

 
17. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Moved by Cyndi Gryp 
Seconded by Heather Schneider 
 
That the meeting adjourn at 9:15pm 
 
Carried 



C3.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: APPOINTMENT TO S.E.A.C. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the appointment of Dianne 
Radunsky as a representative of Ontario Brain Injury Association to the Special Education 
Advisory Committee. 

 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: September 29, 2009 





C4

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: H1N1 PANDEMIC UPDATE  
 NIAGARA CATHOLIC PREPARATION AND MANAGEMENT 

The H1N1 Pandemic Update  
– Niagara Catholic Preparation and Management 

is presented for information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: September 29, 2009 
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H1N1 Flu Virus 
School and Child Care Staff 
This year is a different flu season. In the fall and winter there will be two types of flu viruses circulating – 
seasonal flu viruses and the new H1N1 flu virus.

Children are at high risk for catching and passing on respiratory viruses, and depending on their age, 
many are not able to follow hygiene practices (washing hands, covering their cough).  The school/child 
care setting may make the spread of such viruses easier due to the number of children close together. 

As another school year has begun, Niagara Region Public Health (NRPH) would like to slow the spread 
of germs in schools and child care facilities. 

The majority of confirmed H1N1 flu virus cases in Niagara to date have been mild, and only a few 
individuals required hospitalization. Niagara Region Public Health recommends the following basic steps 
to reduce the spread of the virus. 

Monitoring for flu-like symptoms 
When children and/or staff show flu-like symptoms of fever and cough plus one or more of the 
following: sore throat, muscle aches, tiredness, headache, and possibly vomiting or diarrhea, they
should stay home and not attend school or other events until the fever is gone for 24 hours, 
without the use of fever-reducing medication.  
Children or staff that become ill during the day should be sent home.  If it is not possible to send 
the individual home, he or she should be separated from other students/staff. 

Reporting absenteeism 
Elementary and high schools are asked to report daily student absenteeism numbers to NRPH 
through our online form.  This allows us to track flu activity in our community.  The online form 
can be found on our website at:
http://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/professionals/school-absenteeism-
surveillance-program.aspx. We ask that you bookmark this page for ongoing convenience.  As 
well, the online form can be found on the A-Z index of the Niagara Region website under ‘A’ for 
‘absenteeism – school reporting’ OR ‘S’ for ‘school absenteeism reporting’. 
Child care facilities are asked to report higher than usual absenteeism to NRPH by calling 905-
688-8248 or toll free 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7330.

Prevention
Children and adults working with children can take these simple steps to help reduce the spread of illness: 

1. Wash your hands: Encourage regular hand cleaning with either soap and water for at least 15 
seconds, or an alcohol-based hand rub and rub until hands are dry.  Be sure to set a good example 
by doing this yourself. Supervise children when they are using an alcohol-based hand rub. 

2. Stay home if you are ill.
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3. Cough or sneeze into your sleeve: Encourage children to cover their mouth and nose with a 
tissue when they cough or sneeze, or cough or sneeze into the upper sleeve, NOT the hands. 

4. Plan ahead to ensure enough soap and/or alcohol-based hand rub is available within the 
school/child care facility. 

5. Avoid close contact with ill people. 
6. Discourage touching the eyes, nose or mouth, as germs spread this way. 

Cleaning premises 
Please ensure that all areas and items that are more likely to have frequent hand contact such as desks, 
tables, change tables, toys, bathrooms, railings, computer keyboards, sports equipment, working surfaces 
and various personal items are cleaned. Use the cleaning agents that are usually used.  It is not necessary 
to conduct disinfection of the above mentioned surfaces beyond routine cleaning.  For detailed 
information on cleaning and disinfecting, visit our website at: 
http://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/disease-prevent/cleaning-disinfecting.aspx

Frequently Asked Questions for Staff: 

Will schools and child care centres be closed to help stop the spread of the H1N1 flu 
virus?
At this stage, there is no plan to close schools or child care centre as a control measure for the H1N1 flu 
virus. If this recommendation changes, NRPH will notify schools/child care centres and parents, and work 
closely together with the administrators of the school/child care centre. 

Will Public Health inform us if there is a case of H1N1 flu virus in our school or child care 
centre?
No. At this time, NRPH does not plan on informing schools, school boards or child care centres if there is 
a case(s) of H1N1 flu virus in their school or child care centre. As with seasonal flu, once the virus is 
present in the area it can be acquired anywhere in the community. Therefore, reporting cases in individual 
schools or child care centres is not necessary. The best way people can protect themselves from seasonal 
and H1N1 flu is to be diligent about taking infection control precautions such as washing their hands, 
covering their cough, and staying home when sick. As with seasonal flu, schools will be reporting 
absenteeism rates to NRPH and NRPH will respond to outbreaks as necessary. 

For more information on the H1N1 Flu Virus, visit www.niagararegion.ca, or call NRPH H1N1 Flu Virus 
Information Line Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7950.  
Residents can subscribe to the H1N1 website page to receive an email alert when new information is 
uploaded.

Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care’s Guidelines for the Prevention and Management of Pandemic 
(H1N1) 2009 in Elementary and Secondary Schools (PDF) (issued August 28, 2009) 
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/ccom/flu/h1n1/pro/docs/school_guidelines_20090828.pdf

September 2009 
Sources: Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care and Public Health Agency of Canada websites:  www.health.gov.on.ca, www.phac-aspc.gc.ca
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 
 
TOPIC: EDUCATION QUALITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 

(EQAO) PRIMARY AND JUNIOR PROVINCIAL ASSESSMENTS 
OF READING, WRITING  AND MATHEMATICS AND GRADE 9 
ASSESSMENT OF MATHEMATICS – 2008-2009 

The report on the Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) 
Primary and Junior Provincial Assessments of Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics and Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics – 2008-2009 is 
presented for information. 

 

Prepared by: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
 Robert DiPersio, Administrator of Special Projects 
 
Presented by: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
 Robert DiPersio, Administrator of Special Projects 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: September 29, 2009 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 

 
EDUCATION QUALITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE (EQAO) 

PRIMARY AND JUNIOR PROVINCIAL ASSESSMENTS OF  
READING, WRITING AND MATHEMATICS 

AND GRADE 9 ASSESSMENT OF MATHEMATICS, 2008-2009 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
On September 17th, 2009 Ontario’s Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) released the school 
and Board level results of the 2008-2009 Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, Primary Division 
(Grades 1 to 3) and Junior Division (Grades 4 to 6), and the Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics. The provincial 
level results show a steady improvement over the past five years with specific increases in Grade 6 Reading and 
Grade 9 Applied Mathematics.  
 
The school and Board level results of the 2008-2009 Assessments enable the Catholic Elementary and 
Secondary Schools in the Niagara Catholic District School Board to review the progress of their students and the 
progress of Ontario schools.  In addition, the analysis of school and Board level results of student achievement 
from the provincial assessments, as one form of data, allows parents, teachers, school administrators and Board 
staff to work collaboratively to improve student achievement in the Niagara Catholic District School Board. 
 
As stated by Marguerite Jackson, EQAO’s Chief Executive Officer, “The true value emerges when the 
information is thoroughly integrated into planning at the local levels to support effective teaching and learning.  
While EQAO is only one part of the assessment picture, it is an important one and ultimately, it is the student 
that is at the centre of this picture,” (www.eqao.com). 
 
The Catholic Elementary and Secondary schools in the Niagara Catholic District School Board continue to 
celebrate student success on provincial assessments.  Through ongoing Board and School Improvement 
Planning initiatives, along with Board, school, and classroom curriculum based assessments, Principals, Vice-
Principals, teaching and support staff, work cooperatively with the Student Achievement and the Research, 
Assessment and Evaluation Departments to ensure that the needs of each student in the Niagara Catholic District 
are being met in the classroom. 
 
School Improvement Planning at the school level with School Teams led by the Principal of the school will 
continue focusing on the Niagara Catholic District School Board’s System Priorities and each school’s  Smart 
Goals for 2009-2010.  The focus on the improvement of student achievement for all students is captured in the 
System Priority  of:  “Improving Student Achievement” with the following indicators: 

 To reduce the gap in student achievement by focusing on increasing Niagara Catholic’s “16 by 16” 
achievement 3% and the Board graduation rate an average of 2% by June 2010. 

 To improve student achievement by focusing on increasing Niagara Catholic’s EQAO scores and the 
OSSLT achievement average of 2% by June 2010. 

 To develop a Niagara Catholic Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting K-12 Document that will 
complement and comply with the Ministry of Education Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Policy 
by June 2010. 

 To sustain literacy and numeracy initiatives and implement programs to improve student achievement 
and pathway success, Kindergarten to Graduation, as outlined in Board and School Improvement Plans. 



 
  
Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) Primary And Junior Provincial Assessments  
of Reading, Writing and Mathematics and Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics, 2008-2009 
Page 2 of 10   

 
This report to the Board on EQAO Primary and Junior Assessments and the Grade 9 Mathematics Assessment 
provides the following information about achievement of students at or above the Provincial Standard (Levels 3 
and 4): 
 

 Primary:  Grade 3 Highlights in Reading, Writing and Mathematics, 2007-2008, 2008-2009, and over 
five years from 2004-2009. 

 
 Junior: Grade 6 Highlights in Reading, Writing and Mathematics, 2007-2008, 2008-2009 and over five 

years from 2004-2009. 
 

 Grade 9 Mathematics Highlights: Applied and Academic Programs, 2007-2008, 2008-2009 and over 
five years from 2004-2009. 

 
 Exemption Rates for Primary and Junior Assessments and Grade 9 Mathematics: Applied and 

Academic. 
 

 Gender Analysis. 
 
The focus on the improvement of student achievement will continue by tracking the progress of student cohorts 
with the Grade 3 results in 2006 and the Junior Assessment in 2009.  Schools will also review the results of 
students on the Mathematics component from the Junior Assessment of 2006 and the results on the Grade 9 
Assessment of Mathematics in 2009.  This tracking will assist classroom teachers with program planning and 
assessment strategies based on the individual learning needs of students. 
 
Students who participated in the provincial assessments will be receiving an Individual Student Report (ISR) 
indicating achievement in relation to the Provincial Standard.  The ISR for students who wrote the Junior 
Assessment will also show their results from the Primary Assessment in 2006.  The Individual Student Reports 
provide parents/guardians with a summary of School, Board and Provincial results.  Classroom teachers will 
also be reviewing Individual Student Reports to support the improvement of student achievement in their 
classrooms.  The Research, Assessment and Evaluation Department will be updating the Catholic School 
Profiles for each school to distribute to parents, Catholic School Councils and staff.  The Catholic School 
Profiles contain the Provincial, Board and School results and reflect specific priorities for the improvement of 
student achievement at the school and Board level. 
 
Finally, the Research, Assessment and Evaluation Department will continue to analyze the results of the EQAO 
Primary and Junior Assessments in Reading, Writing and Mathematics, and the Grade 9 Applied and Academic 
Mathematics Assessment for contextual information in the areas of gender, language, and special needs, in order 
to support the improvement of student achievement for all students in the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board. 
 
 

The report on the Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) - Primary and Junior Provincial 
Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics and Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics, 2008-
2009, is presented for information. 

 

Prepared By: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
 Robert DiPersio, Administrator of Special Projects   

Presented By: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
 Robert DiPersio, Administrator of Special Projects 

Approved By: John Crocco, Director of Education 

Date: September 29, 2009 
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MEMO TO: Chairpersons and Directors of Education  
  All Catholic District School Boards  
 
FROM: Margaret Binns, Office Administrator 
 
RE:  2010 AGM & Conference Resolutions 
 

 
 
The 2010 OCSTA Annual General Meeting will once again offer an opportunity for delegates to 
consider and vote on all resolutions received from our members. 
 
The resolution process provides member boards with the opportunity to bring important issues, 
which have provincial implications, to the attention of all trustees in the province. 
 
The processing of member board resolutions is a fundamental responsibility of the Association.   
 
Attached please find guidelines to assist you in the preparation of your resolution(s). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline date for receipt of resolutions 
in the OCSTA office is 

January 15, 2010 



Guidelines for Preparing Resolutions 
 
To improve the effectiveness of the resolution process, we ask boards to review the following 
guidelines. 
 
Resolutions are your opportunity to address problems, solutions or concerns, which affect 
Catholic education in Ontario.  A resolution approved by the membership at the Annual General 
Meeting calls for priority action by OCSTA and the commitment of OCSTA resources to address 
the particular issue outlined in the resolution. 
 
A. Criteria for Submitting a Resolution 
 
 A resolution should: 

a. Address an area of concern for the province’s Catholic school boards. 
b. Concern a matter which requires attention or action. 
c. Be written in language appropriate for province-wide consideration (language 

contained in resolutions is often incorporated into subsequent communications to 
the government or other relevant parties). 

d. Be accompanied by substantiated rationale. 
e. Not deal with education funding issues (a separate process has been created to 

deal with this type of issue). 
 

B. Steps in Preparing a Resolution 
 

1. Identify the concern.  Be sure the concern is a matter of province-wide scope. 
2. Research and gather sufficient supporting background materials to substantiate the 

resolution. If the concern has been presented/dealt with in a previous resolution, 
review the outcome of that process to assess what changes in approach/additional 
information might be useful.  

3. Write the resolution in the following proposed format taking care to ensure that: 
a. Each “Whereas” is accompanied by adequate background material. 
b. The “Therefore be it Resolved” directs OCSTA to take specific action. 

 
C. Writing A Resolution 
 
 Structure 
 

The resolution should be assigned a succinct title that identifies the problem or issue (or 
its proposed solution). There should be two parts to the resolution: a preamble followed 
by a resolving clause (or clauses). 
 
1. Preamble 
 

The preamble is a brief statement of background or rationale coming before the 
resolving clause(s). The purpose of the preamble is to provide information without 
which the point or the merits of a resolution are likely to be poorly understood. 
 
Each clause in a preamble is written as a separate paragraph, beginning with the 
word “WHEREAS”. 



 
2. Resolving Clauses 
 

A resolving clause indicates what action(s) is to be taken given the “WHEREAS” 
clause(s) in the preamble.  If more than one action is being recommended, the 
“Therefore be It Resolved” portion should be divided into a), b), c), etc. 
 

3. Submission Statement 
 

Please include the following information in the submission statement. 
 
[Mover’s Name] 
[Seconder’s Name] 
[Board Name] 
[Topic] 

 
D. Submission Deadline Date 
 

The deadline date for receipt of resolutions in the OCSTA office is January 15, 2010. We 
encourage boards to submit their resolutions by email to Jane Ponte at 
jponte@ocsta.on.ca. The provincial office will distribute, in the delegate kits, resolutions 
to be presented from the floor provided a minimum of 225 copies of each resolution (and 
background material, if applicable) are received in the Provincial Office by April 1, 2010. 

 
E. Regulations 
 

See the enclosed attachment for current regulations regarding submission and 
presentation of resolutions at the AGM. 
 
These guidelines (and the enclosed template) have been provided as a reference that 
we hope you will find useful in preparing effective resolutions for your Association and 
Catholic education in Ontario. 
 
 

Thank you. 



 

Template 
 
 
The following example is provided for your reference. Please do not use tables, text boxes or 
any type of graphic. The type of font to be used in this document is Times New Roman 12pt.  
 
 
 
 
MOVED BY: [Mover’s Name] [Board Name] 
 
SECONDED BY:  [Seconder’s Name] 
 
TOPIC: [e.g. Vacancies on School Boards] 
 

 
WHEREAS: from time to time a vacancy occurs in the office of a member of the board; 

and 
 
WHEREAS: according to Section 221(1) of the Education Act, the vacancy must be filled 

by either a by-election or by appointment; and 
 
WHEREAS: boards choosing to appoint a new trustee will, most commonly, engage in 

an open and fair process of selection; and 
 
WHEREAS: the Education Act requires that the process be fully completed within 60 

days of the office becoming vacant; and 
 
WHEREAS: the 60 day time period may encompass a part of the year (e.g. Christmas, 

summer months, March Break) when board operations and processes are 
reduced, thus making the timelines very tight and, potentially, 
unmanageable; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
OCSTA petition the Ministry of Education to review the section of the Education Act which 
relates to trustee vacancies with a view to extending the timeline by either increasing the 
number of days or altering the requirement that the process be completed within a designated 
number of regular school days. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this template please contact Jane Ponte either by 
telephone at (416) 932-9460 ext. 223 or by e-mail at jponte@ocsta.on.ca. 
 
 
 



 
 

Explanation of Committee Recommendations  

& Resolution Session Procedures 
 
Resolution sessions will be conducted using “Robert’s Rules of Order” and the provisions of 
the OCSTA Constitution. The chairperson of the session will ensure compliance with their rules. 
 

Explanation of Committee Recommendations 
 

The Conference Committee will study the resolutions and offer recommendations on the best 
way to meet their intent. The recommendations and their implications are: 
 

i. Approve 
The direction given in the “therefore be it resolved” section of the resolution will be 
carried out. 

 
ii.  Approve and refer to the .…. committee for appropriate implementation. 

The resolution will be forwarded to the designated committee for implementation. 
 

iii. Receive and refer to the ..... committee for study. 
The resolution will be forwarded to the designated committee for study.  Following the 
study and receipt of the committee’s recommendation, the Board of Directors will 
determine whether or not the resolution will be implemented. 

 
iv. Not approve 

No action will be taken. 
 

v.  No action required 
The intent of the resolution has been met. No further action will be taken. 

 
vi. No recommendation 

The committee is not making any recommendation with respect to the resolution. 
 

Resolution Session Procedures 
 
Delegates wishing to speak to a resolution must go to one of the floor microphones and state 
their name and the name of the board they represent. 
 
The mover of a resolution will have the opportunity to be the first and last to speak to that 
resolution.  Other trustees may speak once to a resolution. 
 
The chairperson may declare a motion out of order giving the reasons for doing so.  The 
chairperson’s decision may be challenged by a majority vote of those voting delegates present 
at the session when the vote is called. 
 



Voting will be by a show of hands.  Delegates carrying proxies must have and show proper 
identification - i.e. proxy badge.  Ballots will be provided in the event that a vote by ballot is 
called for. 
 
Note Re Quorum: A quorum for the transaction of business at any general meeting of 

Members shall consist of not fewer than forty (40) individuals entitled to 
vote, present in person. 

 

Grouped Resolutions 
 

a. the chair of the session will ask for a mover and seconder to approve the grouping of  
various related resolutions.   

 
b. the chair of the session will ask for movers and seconders for the committee 

recommendation for each group. 
 

c. delegates will vote on the committee recommendation for each group.  
 
Delegates may request that any resolution(s) be removed from a “group” to be handled 
individually. These will be addressed when the group from which they have been removed has 
been dealt with. 
 

Resolutions Handled Individually 
 
These will include resolutions removed from the groups, resolutions for which the committee 
has not made any recommendation and resolutions from the floor. 
 
A. Resolutions with committee recommendations 
 

1. The chair of the session will announce the resolution number and the name of the 
sponsoring board: 

 
 the chair will call for the sponsoring board to move and second the committee 

recommendation;   
 delegates will speak to the committee recommendation; 
 delegates will vote on the committee recommendation. 

 
2. If the sponsoring board does not move the committee recommendation from the floor: 
 

 the chair will call for the sponsoring board to move their original resolution; 
 delegates will speak to the resolution; 
 delegates will vote on the resolution. 

 
 3. If the original resolution is not moved by the sponsoring board, the resolution will be 

withdrawn. 
 



B. Resolutions without committee recommendations  
 

1. These resolutions will be handled as follows: 
 

 the chair will call for the sponsoring board to move their original resolution; 
 delegates will speak to the resolution; 
 delegates will vote on the resolution. 

 
 2. If the original resolution is not moved by the sponsoring board, the resolution will be 

withdrawn. 
 
C. Amendments from the Floor 
  

Amendments made on the floor relate to the “therefore be it resolved” section of the 
resolution and must be written out and handed to the chairperson. The chairperson will 
consider the amendment and, if necessary, discuss it with the parliamentarian or others to 
ensure that it is clearly understood. 
 

 the chair will read the amendment; 
 delegates will speak to the amendment; 
 delegates will vote on the amendment; 
 delegates will vote on the resolution as amended. 

 
If the amendment is defeated: 
 

 delegates will be asked to speak to the original resolution; 
 delegates will vote on the original resolution.    

 

D. Resolutions Presented from the Floor 
 

After resolutions presented by the committee have been dealt with, other resolutions may be 
presented from the floor. The following rules apply: 
 

 2/3 of the voting delegates present at the session must consent to consider the 
resolution; 

 sufficient copies of the resolution (and background material) must be provided for all 
those present at the resolution session; 

 these resolutions will be handled as outlined above. 
 
The provincial office will distribute, in the delegate kits, resolutions to be presented from the 
floor provided a minimum of 225 copies of each resolution (and background material, if 
applicable) are received in the Provincial Office by April 1, 2010. 
 

 
 
 


